¢
The by Neia
lTCmmmcmm
Miai-Dade County Pl

Message from the ITC
Chair:

On behalf of

Chairperson ; Board
of County Commissicners,
residents, and members of
the international tade com-
munity, welcome to the Jay
Malina Internatonal Tra
Consordum's [ITC) news-
letter, the Miami-Dade
Global Trader,

The mission of the ITC is o

:( Interna-

through Miami-

ty. In addiden

to its skilled multilingual and

multicultural human re-

Miami-Dade counts

state-of-the-art  infra-

structure to suppert global

trade through Miami Inter-

mational Airport (MIA) and

the Dante B. Fazcell Port of
Miami. i

global
ment

Welcome to the ITC your
one-stop-center for all your
internatonal rade needs.
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2005 State of the Ports

The Dante B. Fascell Port of Miami-
Dade and Miami International Air-
port delivered yesterday the annual
State of the Port address,

* Charles Towsley, Director of the
Port of Miamb, reiterated that the
Port remains recognized around the
world as the Cruise Capital of the
World and the Carpo Gateway of
the Americas. He began by saying
that the Port of Mami surpassed
once again the | milion TEU (a 20-
foot equivalent unit, or 20-foot dry-
cargo container) mark, the first
amang the 14 desp-water ports in
Florida, Volume increased 2.5%
from 3003, reaching 9.2 million tons.
In 2004, approsdmately 3.5 million
cruise passengers used the Port and
there were 719 cruise dockings
despite several challenges such as
the threat of four hurricanes, unsta-
Ble ecanomic climate with same of
our trading partners, national truck-
ers strike, and increased security
regulations.

Two new mega passenger ships, the
Carpival Valor and the Morwegian
Spirit. were added to the cruise
roster. Seaport infrastructure pro-
jects are taking place to maintain the
competitiveness such as I gamtry

cranes brought from China which
will expand the containerize cargo
volume. The deepening of the South
Channel and the Central Turning
Basin will take place, as well as new
passenger terminals,

In terms of cargo, the port s still
the #| container port in Florida.
With destinations to more than |00
countries and 250 ports around the
world, the port last year impaorted a
total of 561 milion tons and ex-
ported some 3.6Imillion tons. The
top import countries are  Spain
China and ltaly while the top export
countries are Honduras, Dominican
Republic and Venezuela,

According to a recent study, the
Seaport has an annual  economic
impact of $12 billien dollars and
accounts for 98,000 jobs that are
directly or indirectly related to port
activities.

* The report on Miamid International
Airport  (MIA) was  delivered by
Carlos Bonzon, the interim aviation
director, who spoke about the
improvements and the challenges
faced by MiA. He highlighted that
we |ead the nation in nternational
freight and in 2004 we had an in-

crease of almost | 1% in total tons of
cargo, MIA handles 77% of all the air
export trade between the LS. and
Latin America and the Caribbean
and 82% of all the imports from the
SAME regien

F‘asser:ger traffic im 2004 totaled
302 million, up 2% from 2003.
International travel rose 1% to 139
millon  passengers while domestic
travel rose 3% with 162 million
passengers. MIA remains the only
LS. airport to have flights to all
Latin American capitals.

Some area where improvement has
been achieved is that MIA is the
only airport in the US. that can
accommodate  international-to-
International connecting passergers
by facilitating the mandatory secu-
ity ||'I5P-EC1.IL'JI'55 in the transit
lounges. Also, Mew South and
Morth Terminals are being con-
structed which will meet future
demands,

He said that “The airport system,
"o penerates directly or indirectly
134000 jobs in the region with
earning of $7.7 billion in personal
Inceme. We contribute $18.3 billion
in revenue to Scuth Florida busi-
nesses and 5715 million in tases.”
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Commissioner |Jose *Pepe”
Diaz, presents his Excellency
Ambassador Dato Sheikh Ab-
dul Khalid Ghazzali with a Key

to the County

Commissioner Jose “Pepe”
Diaz at the center with Ambas-
sador Ghazzali, to the left and
to the right, Lee Sandler, Vice
Chair of ITC together with the

Malaysian Delegation

Commissioner Jose "Pepe"
Diaz, presents His Excellency
Carlos Westendorp, Ambassa-

dor of Spain to the United

Status, with a Key to the

County

THE MIAMI-DADE GLOBAL TRADER

Commissioner Jose “Pepe” Diaz Hosts Malaysian Ambassador

On  Wednesday, January 26th
Commissioner Jose “Pepe” Diaz,
Chairman of the Jay Malina Interma-
tonal Trade Comsortium (ITC)
Vice Chair of ITC hosted his Excel-
lency Ambassador Dato  Sheikh
Abdul Khalid Gharzali, Ambassador
of Malaysia, during his visit 1o the

United States,

Ambassador Ghazzali and his dela-
gation wvisited Miami-Dade County
to explore the possibility of estab-
lishing a Malaysian Trade Office
andfor an official Malaysian govern-
ment representation in the County,
During his  visit, Commissioner
Diaz received the delegation and
presented  the Ambassador with
the Key to the County.

Participating in this meeting was
also Mr. Lee Sandler, Yice Chair of
ITC.

“We are excited about this oppor-
tunity to pursue closer ties with
Malaysia," said Commissioner Diaz.
“Malaysia is recognizing the impor-
tance of Miami-Dade County in this
Hemisphere." [n addition, the Am-
bassador mentioned to the Cam-
missioner his strong desire to build

upen their discussions.

The delegation accompanying the
Ambassador included the Minister
of Economics Wong Seng Foo.
Malaysian  Student  Department
Director Dr. Zahratul Kamar Mah-
mud, Consul Investment Director

Phang Ah Tong and Malaysian
Trade Commissioner Prakas Moir.

The Malaysian Ambassador thanked
Commissioner Diaz for the warm
hospitality and took the opportu-
nity to extend an invitation to the
Commissioner to make an official

visit to Malaysia in the near future.

Symposium of the Americas of the French Foreign Trade Advisors

The Symposium of the Americas of
the French Foreign Trade Advisors
held in Miami on January 20 & 21°
was a great success, Ower 200
corporate and government partici-
pants attended from all over the
Western Hemisphere, as well as
from France. The Jay Malina Inter-
national Trade Consortium (ITC)
was contacted 1o provide assis-
tance with the events and distrib-
uted to the attendess folders with
information about ITC and all the
services we provide.,

High ranking delegates and keynote
speakers included the French Min-
ister of Foreign Trade, French

equivalent of (USTR), the French
ambassador as well as Amb. Micky
Cantor, former USTR., Amb.
Donna  Hrnak, James Bacchus,
Pierre Marc johnson, the former
Prime Minister of Quebec, |ose
Cancela, Jorge Arrizurieta etc...
The majority of the participants of
the Symposium were composed of
French industrialists who are estab-
lished throughout the Americas,
Having this Symposium taking place
in Miami-Dade County provided a
great opportunity for ITC to mar-
ket Miami-Dade as “the” location
from which to do business in the
region. The French Trade Minister,

Mr. Francois Loos, was also very
appreciative of the kind gesture on
the part of Mayar Manny Diaz from
the City of Mami, to present him

with the Keys 1o the City.

Commissioner Diaz Welcomes Spanish Ambassador

On Tuesday, February |st, Com-
missioner jose “Pepe” Diaz, Chair-
man of the Jay Malina International
Trade Consortium (ITC), met with
His Excellency Carlos Westendorp,
Ambassador of Spain to the United
States during his first-ever visit to
Miami-Crade County. Also present
at the meeting were Spanish Con-
sul Francisco javier Vallaure, 1TC
Ewecutive Director Manny Gon-
zalez, several ITC Board members,
His Excellency Carlos Westendorp
has been the newly appoined
Ambassador of Spain in the United
States replacing Ambassador D.

Javier Ruperez. Commissioner Diaz
expressed, “Spain s a princpal
trade and investment partner for
Miami-Dade County. As one of our
top growth markets, we hope to
continue  strengthening our  busi-
ness and cultural ties,”

There are more than 370 Spanish
companies and many Spanish na-
tienal organizations from  nearly
every region in Spain represented
in Miami-Dade County. In 2003,
international trade batween Miami-
Dade County and Spain grew by
3669 million for a total trade value

of $1.28 bilion. Spain claims the
highest number of  international
banks in greater Miami.  Spain
leaped from the 24th position to
the 12th, of the largest trading

partners with Miami-Cade County.

Im addition to, Florida International
University (FIU) and Miami-Crade
County, through the [TC, have
established the FIU Madrid Center
with the purpose to promote edu-
cational, cultural and business ex-
changes between Miami-Dade
County and Spain.
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The Jay Malina Internationsl Trade
Consortium [ITC] of Miami-Dade
County organized a database work-
shop for the Trade Commissioners
biwed in South Florida on Wednes-
day, February 2, 2005. The work-
shop was held at the Miami-Dade
College Wolfson Campus in
Downtown Miami and conducted
by Mr. Rob Gilmore, President of

Indiga key.

This workshop came about be-
cause months ago a mesting was
held with the Trade Commission-
ers to introduce them to ITC's
website and show them how it can
be used as a great tool to provide
useful information on the busi-
nesses  of Miami-Dade County.
They expressed an interest in
obtaining access to this valuable
information.

ITC's database consists of 22000
entries with information on busi-
nesses  located in Miami-Dade
County, This information s up-
dated on an ongoing basis. The
database is supplied and managed
by Indigo Key, a company from
Florida designed to support gov-
ernment agencies, authorities,
special districts, corporations and
economic  development  organiza-
tions. It s arranged by codes of the
Morth American Industry Classifi-
cation Systemn (MAICS). ts applica-
tion offers several services such as;
matchmaking tool for buyers and
sallers, importersfexporters, ability
to search for companies andlor

ITC Database Workshop

products, searches can be done by
sectors and further subdivided by
categories, information available on
companies, their size, worth and
number of employees, etc....

In his welcome address to the
participants, Mr. Manny Gonzalez,
Executive Director of the ITC,
enumerated the benefits of the
database to the Trade Commis-
sioners, He esxplained that the ITC
was offering the database at no
cost to the Trade Commissioners,
This was according to Mr. Gon-
ralez, “ITC's way of providing trade
related services 1o your constitu-
ency... He further stated that “the
database was a recruitment tool for

businesses during trade missions.”

Thir workshop was well attended
with over 15 Trade Commissioners
and several representatives from
the Consular offices from different
regions of the world, the Carib-
bean, Central and South America,
Asia, and Europe. Computers were
placed in the conference room and
each participant was glven access
to the database system.

The facilitator, Mr. Gilmore of
Indiga key, covered the following

topics:

*  How to use the database 1o
search for a company
Search criteria and codes
Searching by Standard Indus-
trial Classification [$IC] and

Morth American Industrial
Classification System [MNAICS]

®  Saving and exporting files into
Excel format, etc.

All the atendess were very
pleased with the presentation and

the multiple uses of ITC's database.

At the conclusion of the training
Commissioner Jose “Pape” Diaz,
Chairman of ITC, held an apprecia-
tion reception for the Trade Com-
missioners and the Consular
Corps. Over seventy flive guests
attended the reception including
several Consul Generals. The
President of Mami Dade College,
Wallson Campus and several ad-
mindstrators, together with mem-
bers of the ITC Board of Directors,
and the Sister Cities Committes
were jnvited to join as well, The
event was sponsored by Miami
Dade College, The Jay Malina Inter-
national Trade Consortium (ITC),
arel ProChile, the Chilean Trade

Commission

Rob Gilmore from Indigo
Key making a presentation
before the Trade Commis-
sioners on 1TC's Database

at the Workshop held at

MiamiDade College Wolf-
son Campus

Commissioner |ose
“Pepe” Diaz speaks with
Juan Luis Castro from
Costa Rica, right and Edu-
ardo Florentin from Para-

guay, center

Mayor

The Consular Corps of Miami held
its first lunch of the year at the
Hyatt PRegency Hotel in Coral
Gables on January 27 and invited
a5 a special puest speaker Hon.
Carlos Alvarez, Mayor of Miami-
Dade County.

The Consular Corps of Miami has
more than 67 Consular offices and
14 trade offices making the State of
Florida host to the fourth fargest
Consular Corps in the United
States, after California, Mew York
and Texas. Florida's ever-expanding
Consular Corps currently consists
of [0& consular missions and offi-
cial tradeftourism  offices, repre-

Carlos Alvarez Speaks Before the Consular Corps

senting 66 nations, These offices
are accredited by the U. 5. Depart-
ment of State and recognized by
the Office of the Governor of
Forida. For a complete directory
of the Consular Corps offices in

Florida click on
[} Rileils Ela e i s
rsular ﬂlrl"gjr![!.p_-:j .

Miami-Dade County through its
Sister Cities Program establishes a
refationship  with  the Consular
Corps of Miami to help enrich both
the country and Miami-Dade
County, with a rich exchange of
ideas, and transfers of knowledge in
the areas of business, technology

and culture, The Honorable Fer-
nando  Quifonez-Meza from El
Sabador, is the current Dean of
the Comsular Corps.

Mayor Alvarer spoke at the well
attended luncheon and talked
about the importance of maintain-
ing trade ties with our Consular
offices. He mentioned that to help
him in this endeavor is The |ay
Malina International Trade Consor-
tium of Miami-Dade County., He
explained ITC's role, gave some
examples of how much interna-
tional trade partnerships mean to
South Florida and referred to

Commissioner Diaz. who chairs the
ITC, as the designated “go-ta”

person on international trade is-

Dean Fernando Quifionez-
Meza presented Mayor Alva- |
rez with an engraved plate as

a token of appreciation,
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Getting

“Miami-Dade County's Official Agency for International Trade...”

ITC Programs

Incoming Trade Missions:

As the premier support center of the County's global trade efforts, the Interrational Trade Consortium provides
in-coming trade missions with valuable information about trade resources and opportunities,

Ajr Cargo and Route Development Missions

The International Trade Consortium and Miami International Airport (MIA) collaborate on a program designed to
encourage new direct air service into Miami International Airport to stimulate passenger and cargo traffic,

Third -Party Qutgoing Missions:

The International Trade Consortium supports missions organized by third-parties that promote Florida-traded
products, Missions with strategic significance may be certified by the International Trade Consortium as an official

Miami-Dade County mission.

The Caribbean Trade Initiative (CTI) Program

In recognition of the proximity and tremendous trade relationship among the CBl nations and Miami-Dade
County, the International Trade Consortium established the Caribbean Trade Initiative program to increase two-
way merchandise trade between Miami-Dade County and the Caribbean., promote the resources and services
offered through the International Trade Consortium to the general Caribbean business community, promote
greater interaction with the Caribbean business community through networking and matchmaking.

Feb 11 - 16
COCOMUT GROVE HOME DE-
5IGMN AND REMODELING SHO'W

(Home Show)

Coconut Grove Conventicn Ctr,
2700 Bayshore Divive, Miami
Contact Steve Plotkin

Tel: (B88) 353-3976

Fax: 305.667-3266

hrtptwww. HomeShows.net

Fab. 17-11:

MIAMI INTERMATIOMAL BOAT
SHOW

Miami Beach Conventicn Center

1901 Convention Center Drive,
Contacr Cathy A Johnsion

Tel: (954) 441.3220

Fax: 954-430-4171

WO DM A0 FE

Feb. 19-11:

COCONUT GROVE ART FESTI-
VAL

Along South Bayshore Drive

Coconut Grove

Contact: (305) 447-0401

www, coconutgroveartsfest. com

Feb. 10-13:
TEAM FLORIDA COLOMBIA

TRADE MISS5ION: Bogota, Colom-
bia

by Enterprise Florida

Comsct Sarah Deben or van Bardos
Tel: (305) 569-2630
sdeben@eflorida com
ibarripsiPeflorida.com

Feb. 23-24:
SEVENTH AMMUAL TRADE

FIMAMCE IM THE AMERICAS
The Srructured Trade & Export Finance
in the Americas Conference s the
prember trade finanee event conoentrat-
ing spedifically on the Americas region.
I Marriot

1107 Brickedl Avenue, Miami

Contact Joanna Johnson

o N
-\.

Tel: [44] (20} 7779.8280

Fae [44] (20) 7779860
regitrations@eur omoneyple. com
RO SO MO NSV S MINACLCHT

Feb. 25-27T:

S0OUTH BEACH WINE & FOOD
FESTIVAL

South Miami Beach, Aorida

Contact: Terry Zarikian

Tel: [1] {305) 573-0666

Fac [1] (305} 3730072
terryzariiaol.com

www. sobewineandfoodfest com

Feb 25-March &
QPPORTUNITY MALAYSIA
by Flesrida Districe Export Council
Contact: Bernhard Schutte

httpcllveww. malaysiamission.com.

March 4 - &:

&0th Miami International Orchid
Show

Coconut Grove Convention Centar
2700 Bayshore Drive, Coconut Grove
Tel: {305) 255-3656
www.sforchid.com

March 5-6:

ASIAN CULTURE FESTIVAL
Annual Asian-American Arts Fastival,
hald in March, to exparience the culture
and food of more than 40 Asian nagons.
Fruit and Spice Park

4801 W IBT Avenue

Hormesread, Florida 330310

Contact: (305) 2475727

woww.co,miami-

dade fLus/parks Parksfiruie spice as

fﬂlﬂ:h a:

INTERMATIOMAL WOMEN'S
DAY LUMCH

Miwmil Abrpart Hilton

5101 Blue Lagoon Crive

Contact: Sherry Tross

Tel: (305} 871-7910

infoiiworldtrade org

March 13:

CALLE QCHO FESTIVAL
Along 5W, B Streat from I7th Ave, o

4" Ay

March 15-17;
SEATRADE CRUISE SHIPPING

COMFEREMCE

Cruise Shipping is established as the
international meeting place for quality
cruise line visitors and cruise indusores
suppliers

Miami Beach Convention Center

1'% | Convention Center Drive
Caontact Mr, Michasl Kazakol

Tal: (609) 452-9414

Fasxc (609) 452-9374

March 21-13;

10TH AMMNUAL BRAZIL EMERGY
1005

[Miami. Florida

Caontact Plars/Center for Business
Intedligence

Tel: [1] (781} Bedu& |00

Fase [1] (781) B&0-& 101
registrationplatts. com

woww chinat com

Please note that dates are subject
to change

To anpounce Up coMming event
pleases call

(305) 375-1660




